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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In a restriction requirement dated February 9, 2006, the Examiner required 



restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 between: 



Group I - Claims 1 -50 and 95-98, characterized by the Examiner as 
being drawn to a device and method for monitoring a vascular 
access as a part of an extracorporeal blood circuit; 

Group II - Claims 51-62, characterized by the Examiner as being 

drawn to a method for monitoring a vascular access without pumps 
or a semipermeable membrane and varying the flow rate of at least 
one fluid in the system; 

Group III - Claims 63-64, characterized by the Examiner as being 
drawn to a method for monitoring a vascular access with a 
semipermeable membrane with no pump and varying the dialysate 
flow rate; and, 



Group IV - Claims 65-94, characterized by the Examiner as being 
drawn to a method for monitoring a vascular access with a 
semipermeable membrane, no pump, and varying both blood flow 
rate and dialysate flow rate. 

Applicants provisionally elect to prosecute Group I, claims 1-50 and 95-98, 
characterized by the Examiner as being drawn to a device and method for monitoring a 
vascular access as a part of an extracorporeal blood circuit. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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